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Work out your Salvation with 
fear and trembling. 


OR, 

A ſerious Exhortation to all poor Sinners to 
lay hold upon Chriſt Jeſus, who is the _}} 
Fountain of all happineſs,and who is the on- 
ly Rock from whence doth ſpring all their 

comfort. Fe 

Herein is alſo laid down ſev eral Motives, de- WI 

claring the neceſſity of thigzgork, that it @ | 
ought 1 not to be put off for Seven 


that e.ery poor ſinner ſhould ſirive ch ener 
in at the ſtrait gate; now, Ailſt ke hatt a 


opportunity in his handleft be be ſnatch'd 
aua by drath, and chen itavill ve en 
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Wherefore as the Holy Ghoſt ſaith : To 


Take heed Brethren; leſt there be in any of ä 


Now or Never. 


Heb. 3. From the 7th to the 16thverſe; 


day, if ye will hear his voice, harden not 
your hearts as in the provocation, in the 
day of temptation in the wilderneſs, when 

our fathers tempted me, proved me, and 
aw my works forty years, Wherefore I 
was grieved for that Generation, and 
ſaid, they do always ert in their Hearts, 
and they have not known my ways. So I 
ſwear in my wrath they ſhall not enter into 
my Reſt. 


you an evil heart of unbelief in departing 
trom the living God, But enliort one 
another daily, wb ile it is called to Day, 
leſt any of you be hardned through the de- 
ceitfuln-fs of ſin, For we are made par- 


' takers of Chriſt, if we hold the beginning 


of our confidence ſtedfaſt unto the end? 
Whilſt it is ſaid ; To Day if ye will hear * ; 
his voice, harden not your hearts as in tb 
provocation. 


Hele wozds of the holy Apottle Faul ät | 
«ſerious exhoxtation to all poy nnrrs 


Now or never. 


to lay hold on Chꝛiſt Jeſus:we are ſtirred up 


ſpeedily to believe in him: to dap,while it is 
called to day, leſt we by negle&ing of this op- 
poꝛtunit p, and by out unbelief do incur aheas 
vier and moze ſoze judgement upon us, then 
hard hearted Iſrael did, who griebed Mo- 
tes fozty pears together, and by reaſonof 
their uabelicf,they did not enter into the reit 
chat was p2omiled them, but fell by the wap 
of the wilderneſs. 

Now then pov? ſinners, J would in this 
Call treatiſe endeavour to fir you up to lay 
hold upon Chziſt Jeſus, who is the fountain 
of all our happineſs , who is the well-hcad 

fron whence doth {p2ing all our ſpiritual 4 
kempozal enjopments, and the moze earneſtly 

to encourage pou to lay hold on this pour ons 
lp ſuppozter. J ſhall endeavoꝛ to lap down 
Come mioCives to (fir you up to this wozk: 

And that it may be done ſpeedily, to Day 

while it is called to day, J (hall deſire pou to 

read the woꝛds of Solomon the wileſt of men, 

and beſt of Kings , as you ſhall find waitten 

in the orh. of Eccleſiaſtes, verſe 10. the 

woꝛds are theſe : Whattoe ver thy hand find- 

eth to do, do it, for there 's no work, nor de- 

vice, nor knowied ge, nor wiſ. om in the grave 

whether tho: goeſt. 

The particular aim of Sole mon in theſe 
wozds, are to ſhew that men are moztal, and 
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| Now or Nerer. 
that wiſdon,plety, & riches, e all the earth y 
enjoyments that a poo ſoul can have in this 


like, it will not exempt him from death, all 


the Creature-comfozts are but tranſitozy ; 


. Weare here to day and in the grave to mo2- 


row, therefoze we have little reaſon to ſef 
our affections on things that are parting 
from us, 02 otherwiſe we are parting from 
them: but let us take the advice of the Apoſtle 


St. Paul, Toſet our affect ion on th:ng+ a- 


| 


bove,and not on things that are beneath. Be⸗ 


' fdze A tome to lay down the motives to ſtir 


you to the wozk vou are to do. A Hall lay 
down this general obſervation : which is ; - 


Dock. That the work of this life cannot 
be done after this life is ended: therefore 1 


while we have time in this life we muſt aſe all 
diligence, to make our calling and election 
ſure: To day, while it is called to day, harden 

not your hearts; This is the day, Now or ne- 


ver, there is no repentance in the grave: the 


grave hath no work, but Heaven hath work, 
and Hell hath ſuffering: bd to entice you 


* 0 


to this wozk let me tell vou: 
Fittt, know that time cannot be retall ed. 


that which was once will be no moze, veſter⸗ 


day will never come again, and this dap is 
paſſing away, therefoze wozk while pou haue 
dap, the night will tome, and then . 4 
* *** . 00, 
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work: Lis malt 
you may make uſe of its Light, but when 
that is done, it is too late to ule if, the time 
that is now feaſted and complimented awap, 
the time that is unnecelſarily ſpozted and 
lept awap, che time that is wickedly and pze- 
Cumptioufiy fined away, ha pꝛet ious would 
it one day ſeem to all! O how happy would 
jt be to peo ũnners it at the deareſt rate they 
could redem it! but this cannot be. 

Af cries,02 tears, 02 pꝛite, oꝛ pains, would 
bzing back loft abuſed time, how happy were 
this dead-hearted wozld; if it would then 
ſerve their turn to ſay to the vigilant belie⸗ 
vers, Give us of your Qyl,for our Lamps are 
gone out; 02 to try, Lord, Lord, open un- 
to us, when the doo? is hut ; the foliſh would 
be ſaved as well as the wiſe : but they ſhall 
not attain ſalvation who have not ſtriven in 
ſome meaſure tomake uſe of their time to a 
better purpofe than they have done, who have 
vainly and fooliſhly loft their pꝛetious hours 
after their vain delights, Mat. 25. This is 
the day of ſalvation, this is the accepted time, 
while it is called to day, hearken, and harden 

fot your hearts. 


Secondly, As time can never be recalley, 
£o life thall never here below be reſtozed, job 
44: 34+ Hamam die, ſhall be live here again? 


1 


or Never, 
true, while the Candle burneth 


| Now or Never. 
All the days of our . we muſt 
therefore wait in faith and diligence till our 
change ſhall come. We have but one Life 
here upon earth to diſpatch the wozk that 
gur everlaſting life dependeth upon, and if 
we loole that, we are undone fo ever. While 
are on this fide of the Gzave, you have 
ime to read, to hear, to pzap, but when this 
time is done it (all be ſo no mote ; You ſhall 
riſe from death to judgement, acco2ding as 
pou have led your life here, you ſhall have your 
reward hereafter ; now you may enquire of 
pour friends and teachers what you Gould 
do to be faved - and you may receive parts 
cular inftructiong,and exhoztationa, and God 
may blefs the endeavoꝛs of thoſe who are al⸗ 
fiſting to you in the wozk lo far, that your 
pooʒ ſoul may be ſaved: but when life is paſt, 
it will beſo no moze. Pad hell dut ſuch an ofs 
fer as this, and if any cries would pzocure t 
from their righteous judge; D what a chang.  ! 
would there be among them - how ſmpoztus, . | 
nately would they cry to God, O lend us 
once again upon the earth, once moe let us 
ſee the face of mercy, and hear the tenders of 
Chiilt andſalvation,once moze let the Mini⸗ 
ters ok the Goſpel of Jeſus Chʒiſt affozd us 
their help, and teach in ſeaſon and out of ſeas 


| 


Con, once es ror 
thn TW ja (hom 


Now or Never. | 


* abuſe them and perletute them no moze;tha 


makes my hearf even tremble to think how 
theſe pqoꝛ damned (outs would ffrive with 
God to try them once again, if they had but 
any enconragements ok hope; but it cannot 
be, it will not be, they had their day, they can⸗ 
not lofe their time, and have it; they had 
faithful guides, and would not follow them! 
long did Chꝛict wait with the patient ten- 
ders of his blood and ſpirit;his grace was of- 
fered, but it would not be accepted. Such 
mouths muſt be ſfopped fo) ever with a (Re- 
member thou in thy life time received thy 
good things, Luke 16. 2,) | 

Fever pou will repent and believe,it muſt 
be Now or never. If ever you will be convert⸗ 
t and ſangified,ft muſt be, Now or never. At 
ever you will be pardoned and reconciled to 
God, it mult be now. O that you were wiſe 


DRYet me intreat you to let the wozds of 
our bleſſed redeemer fink into your hearts, 
Luk. 19. 41,42. If thou badft known, even 
thou in this thy day, the things that do belong 


y1to thy peace, but now they are hidgen from 


conſider your latter end, Deut. 31. 29. 


LTI 


e might once moze be admitted into the 
oly aſſemblies, and have the Lozds days to 
pend in the buffneſs of our ſalvation !' Ft 


that you underſtood this, and that you would 


Now or Never. 
Thirdty, as there is no return alter this 
| life, to live upon the earth, ſo there will be 
no doing this woz k hereafter;PÞeaven is fo a 
. moze glozious wozk,and hell will be foz moſt 
hozrible puniſhments : It is now that you 
muſt ſow,and hereafter that you muſt reap : 
it is now that xou moſt wozk, and then that 
you mult receive your wages. O therefoze 
pooz ſoul, where ever thou doſt abide, let me 
; perſwade thee to be up and be doing; be not 
like the childzen of 1ſrael, who murmured any 
repined at the p2ovidenceof God, becauſe they - 
did not inherit the Land of pꝛomiſd pꝛelent⸗ 
| ly,but do thou patiently wait Gods time, 

and be thou never idle, but ill ſetting fo2- 
ward to the heavenly Canaan, that ſo thou 
mayeſt be ready when God ſhall pleaſe to call 
: thee to the inheritance thereof. 

Let me lay befoze you your duties by wap 
of motives in ſome few particulars, to begin 

with the loweft of all: then 
FNirſt. In the wozks of your bodily calling 
vou muſt uſe diligence; In the ſweat of your 
drow you muſt eat your tread, Gen. 3. 19, 
; $'xdays ſhalr thou labour, and de all that 
thou haſt to do, Exod.20. 9. 

Succeſs is Gods ozdinary reward of tem⸗ 
1 po2al diligence, and diſeaſes, poverty, and 
ſhame are the uſual ED of the floths 


ful, 
Dccondlz 


Now or never. 

SDetondly, Are you parents oz governozs 
of families;you have woꝛ to do foz God, and 
fo2 the ſou's of them that God hath intruſted 
with you. Be diligent in family duties: re- 
member that you and your fami:ſes are go⸗ 
ing to the grave, where you have heard there 
is no wozk; therefoze what you domuft be 
Now or never, to day, while it is called to day, 
neglect not any work which will forward you 

to Heaven. 


. Thirdly, Have pou ignozant oz ungodly 
neighbourg, whole miſery calls fo your com- 
paſſtori-ſpeak to them, and keep them with all 
diligence, looſe not any oppoztunity of doing 
good while you are alive;do what thou canff 
fo keep thy ignozant neighbour from eter- 
nal death, foz when thou art in the grave, 
thou cant do no good: up therekoze and be 
doing with all your might. 
Fourthly, Math the Loꝛd lent you riches 
in the wozld, he doth expect then that thou 
ſhoul deſt reljeve thoſe that are fn want, elpe⸗ 
cially do good to thoſe that are of the houſe- 
hoid of faith. Caſt thy bzead upon the waters, 
fo2 thou ſhalt find it after many days. Do 
od befo2e thy heart be hardned, thy riches 
blaſteds conſumed, thy oppoztunities taken 
awap, part with it, befoze it part with thee.. 
Filthly, Bath God intrufted you with pow⸗ 
zt, then ſeektopzomote the glozy of Gov, 
| | Note rts 


f 
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elicbe the oppꝛeſſed, right the widow and 
the fatherleſs,cheriſh them that do well, be a 
terro2 to them that are evil: Let thole that 
work the work of the Lord be with you, 
without fear, 1 Cor, 16. 10. 

Dirthly, To tame a little nearer to you 
pet : Are any of pou yet in the ſlate of nature 
bozn only of the fleſh, and not of the ſpirit - 
Pake out to Chiſd, call mightily to him: foz * 
there a no Converſion 02 Repentance unto 
life in the grave. whether thou goeſt, if ever 
thou wilt be cabed, thou muſt do it. Now or 
Never * 

Seventhly, Þaſt thou any pꝛedominant fin 
that over-ruleth thee, oꝛ that woundeth thee, 

oz keepeth thee off from being acquainted 
with God: ſtrive to reſiſt thole things, abhoz 
them in thy very thoughts, hate the dooꝛ of 
the harlot, o2 the Ale: houſe, where thou foz⸗ 
merly haſt committed many grievous ling, 


Cighthly, Art thou in a declining condi⸗ 
tion, haft thou loft thy firſt deſires and lobe⸗ 
O then, up and be doing thy fi:ſt wozks, and 

remember from whence thou art fallen; cry 
| out with Job, Job 26. :,3,4,5- O that I were 
as in months paſt, as in the days when God 
preſerved me, he his candle ſhinzd upon 
my head, and when by his light I walked 

through darkneſs, as I was in the days of my 
1 youth 


A 
5 Now or Never · 


Vouth, vr hen the ſecret of God was 01 my Ta- „ 


bernacle, when the Almighty was yet with 
Me. 

Ninthly, Art thou in ignozantce concerns 
ing thy converted eſtate, doſk thou not know 
whether thou art in a ſtate of life 02 death - 
be thou careful then, and uſe the means that 
God hath appointed thee fo2 allux ance, ſearch 
the Scriptures, foz in them art the woꝛds of 
eternal life: Examine your ſelves whether 
vou be in the faith, pꝛobe your ſelves, know 
pou not your own ſelves that Chiſt is in you 
- except you be repꝛobates⸗ 2 Cor. 13.5. 
La.aſtly, in all the duties of thy talling, whe⸗ 
ther Civil oz Religious, ſeck to inflame thy 
ſoul with the love of God, admire his mec- 
cies, O taſte and ſce that the Lo2d is grati⸗ 
dus, let his fear command thy ſoul, and truſt 
in him alone,caft all thy care and thy ſelf up⸗ 
on him. When thou art reading of the wo2d, 
have an obediential fear and love to it „ and 
let it be twerter to thee than the hony-comb, 
reſolve to do what thou therein findeſt ts be 
the will of God. 

Thus J have ſhewed thee, poo2 Soul, in 
ſome vaealure what is thy duty todo, but 
theſe are but ſho2t hints to what might be 
laid down ; but J muſt be ſhoꝛt, becauſe there 
are ſome other things of great concernment 
to thy pooz ſoul, to ſpeak ſometying to befo2e 
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ow or Never. 


clufion : And that J may not 
in darkneſs, there are ſome 


few particulars that J would perſwade a 


I come to a 


Chꝛiſtian to: the firſt is this. 


Firſt, let me beg of thee to live as one that 
bclieveth there is a God, and that this God 
is the Creato2,Lo2d,and Ruler of the whole 
wozld : Believe that this God is Aimighty, - 
and fhat the greateſt of men are leſs than 
wozms in compariſon to this great God. 
35clieve that God is wiſe,powerful,and that 
he is able to ſave thee; and as he is able, ſo he 
is willing, ik thou by a true and lively faifh 
= lay hold on him: O live in the belicf of 
this. 

Secondly, Live as one that doth believe 
Pankind is fallen into in and miſery, and 
that all men are under the condemaation of 
the Law of God, till they are delivered, and 
live as men that conſider that there muſt be 


a great change wzought in you betoze pou 


| 
i 


who is the phiſitian of pour pooz ſould. 


come to dye, : 

Thirdly, Live as men that verily and tru⸗ 
ly believe that pou are Redecmed by Jeſus 
Chiift, who hat: ſuffered to2 your ſins, and 
bzought the glad tydings of Salvation fo 


vour p002 ſoul: O believe in this Chꝛiſt. and 


lap hold on all the pzecious pzomiſes that are 
in the Goſpel : O caſt your ſelves upon him 


Four thly,. 


ſow or Never. 

Fourthly, welieve that thaÞoly Shot is 
given by Jeſus Chꝛiſt to conquer, co quicken, | ' 
to ſanctifie all that he will ſave : and that ex - 
cept you be born of the ſpirit, you ſhall never 
enter into the Kingdom of Heaven; and that, 

If any man have not the ſpirit of Chriſt, the 
ſame is none of his, Rom. 8. g. f 
Fifthly, Live in this beliek, that fin is the 
greateſt avil, and that which doth give the . 
gre-telt offentc to the G1eat and by God, . 
— 1 it is the evi: which the Lord abhoz⸗ f 

Te » 

Sirthly, Believe that this ſin will not be 
pardoned without repentance, and this muſt |, 
be true repentance alſo; which if it be ſs, it t 
will not let thee live in any groſs fin. ˖ 

Seventhly, Live as members of the 
Church of Chziſt, having Communion with , 
hes Saints, and live as thoſe that believe t 
there is alike everlaſting, where the lanctified f 
ſhall live in endleſs joy, and the wicked in e⸗ a 
verlaſting woe. a f 

Laſtly, Live as thoſe that Believe that 
this life is given only to make pꝛeparation f 
foz a better: All that ever thall be done fo2 f 
- pour lalvation, muſt be Now or Never. Live ſ 
and believe that the woꝛld and the fleſh are 

the deadly Enemies of pour Salvation: 1 

If ye live after the fl:ſh, ye ſhall dye after it, ( 

but if by the ſpirit ye mortifie the deeds of 


[] 


dertaki 


| Now os Never. 
body, ye ſhall live, Rom. 8. 1 3. 

Chꝛiſtians, let me tell you, that in all un⸗ 
nge our only aim could be the glozy 


ok God, and you ought to do every thing with 
an obedient fear, knowing that there is none 


in heaven no2 upon earth that can ſave pour 


" . Souls, but the great God of Heaven and 


Earth- To this obedience let me perſwade 


| vou in a few particulars. 


 ' with fear andreverence : God will de ſangi- 


Firſt, The Wozk of God muſt be done 


' fied of all that dzaw near him, God will be 


wo TT ws "*” 
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ſerved as God, and not as man. God will not 
be pꝛaped to with a regardleſs mind. It is a 
| dzeadful thing fo2 pooz duſt and aſhes to ſpeak 
to ſuch a great God, but it is a dangerous 
thing to [peak flightly and irreverently of 
him: if concers every believing ſoul to have 
moge of the fear of God upon his heart, then 
the common People of the Wold have, fox 
they that have taſted that the Lozd is grati⸗ 
' ous, have great cauſe to have a reverential 
fear of his name. | 
Decondly, It is requifite that pou be very 
; ſerious + leber in all pour ſervices you. pers 
fozm to God; be fervent and ſerious in ſeeks 
ing of God, and your own ſalvation. 
Thirdly, Let pour ſervices to the Tozu 
de perfozmed with an underftanding heard: 
God delights not in the blind devotion of 


mer 


Now or Never. 

Pen that know not what they do. Pzayers | 
not underſtood are not Pꝛapers, foꝛ no mans | 
deſtres goes beyond his knowledge, & he er- | 
pꝛeſſeth not his deſire , that knoweth not 
what he expzeleth : if underſtanding be ne⸗ 

- ceſſary in our tammon diſcourſe, much moꝛe 
in our at dꝛeſſes to the moſt high. A man of 
underſtanding is of an excellent ſpirit, but 
God hath no pleaſure in fools, Prov. 27. 27, 

Fourthly, G d is a ſpirit, and he muſt 
be worſhipped in ſpirit and in truth, John 4. 
25. The Father ſeeketh ſuch to worſhip him. 
God calleth foz the heart, he looketh upon 
the inward deſires or the ſoul , if that be 
right, all will be well. 155 
Filthly, The body hath its part in the ſer⸗ 
vite of Godas well as the ſoul, the body teuiſt 
expꝛels the inward reverence and devotion 
of the Soul:there ought to be a very decent 
behaviour in every child of God at all times; 
but cſpccially when he is about any Wozk 
that concerns his ſouls health, | 
Sirthly, God will be ſerved with purity 
and holineſs: God abhoꝛreth the ſacrifices ok 
the Wicked and diſobedtent,thoſe that ſerve 
him muſt have undefiled garments , they. 
muſt put on the white robe of Chʒiſts Righs 
teoxſneſs. 8 | 
Seventhly,God will be ſerved univerſally 
and intirely in all his conunands, and wy 
| a; 


* 


il pour Mealtlen; ; your wözks of Wikty, ju⸗ 
ihe and Charity mut never be ſeparated : 
God will be ſerved with love and delight. D 
dear ch2ilttans tonſider what a glozfous pꝛi⸗ 
”- biledgethe Saints have, who [ive always in 
f the joys of the L oꝛd, and truly a believer hat 
great cauſe vf ſoy, and the chick cauſe of his 
t joy is, that his uns are pardoned,that God is 
8 retontiled to him in Jefus Chiſt, he hach the 

pꝛomiſes of God, that all things ſhall wozk 
' together fo2 his good, even his greateſt ſuf? 
* ferings. Me is always in the tare ok a tender 
| | father, and he hath leave to dꝛaw near unts 
him, and open his heart to {fm in pꝛaper, e⸗ 
ven in the greateſt firaits and wants that 
tan tome ts him. 
J have thus in biet and ſhozt Diſtourſe 
lald down in lome particulars, the duty of e⸗ 
very poo} Soul that would have an int ereſt 
in Thiſt Jclus, and J would it were the 
| Lo2dg good pleaſure that J could perſwade 
any pos; Soul to be deſtreus and diligent in 
attaining to that happineſs, which is fo lay 
hold upon Jefus Chyiſt,and to rely only upon 
him ; O Chziſtian, taſt thy ſelf and fl that 
is thine upon the ſhoulders of him who is a- 
ble to' bear thee, and he is willing ** to 
bring thee though all difficulty, ifſo be the 
art willing to leave te ſing, and reptut 
bf thirx + nat 


it 


N never, ; 

If any man hath an ear to hear, let him 
hear: O dear Chiiffians conſider 
UWo2ds, now is the time that you are called 
upon, now while pou habe oppozturities,now 
hear the wozd pꝛeached by the faithful Pini⸗ 
niſters of the Goſpel, leſt by death pou are 
ſnatcht away, and then it will be too late. 

Now you have abundance of pꝛivate helps, 
now pou have the Loꝛds day to ſpend in holy 
exerciſes, fo2 the edification of your pꝛecſous 
ſouls,now you have choice and ſerious books 
to meditate on; and bleed be the Lo2d,you 
have the pzotecion of a Chziftfan King : O 
theſe are great mercies,and we do not know 
how long oz how little while we map enjoy 
them! O therefoze make uſe of time, foz this 
time will not laſt always, therefoze, Now or 
Never work out your {alvation with fear and 
trem ling. 

Conſider the wozds of the Apoſtle Peter, 
in the ſecond TpiMtle, the firſt Chap. and the 
tenth verſe: Wherefore the rather, brethren, 
give diligence to make your Calling and E- 
lection ſure, for if ye do thefe things ye ſhall 
never fall. Jn theſe wozds there is the Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtians duty laid down in the foꝛmer part of 
the verſe,in theſe waꝛds: W..erefore the ra- 


ther brethrcn give diligence ; then in the ſut⸗ 


ceeding wozds are the Reaſons laid down, 
wheretoze this diligence is required, — 
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Now or Never. | 
that is, to make your calling and election 
ſure; then in thelaft clauſe of the verſe,there 
is a gracious pꝛomiſe ts all that are diligent 
in this wozk : For if you do theſe things you 
ſhall never fall. O what comto: table Moꝛ ds 
are theſe to a poo? ſoul, who ſtrives to attain 
to this wozk, who is diligent in wozking out 
his ſalvation with fear and trembling ! © let 
us labour earneſtly fo2 the true faith,that we 
may attain to ſome alſurante ofour ſalvati- 
on; Let us conſider and meditate upon theſe 
wo2ds of the Apoſtle Paul, Heb. 0.2 1, fo 25, 
the wozds are theſe : And h ving an High- 
Prieſt over the Houſe of God, let us draw 
near with a true heart, in full aſſurance of 
faith, having our heart ſprinkled from an evil 
' Conſcience, and our Bodies waſhed with pure 
water; Let vs hold faſt the Profeſſion of our 
Faith without wavering, for he is faithful 
that promiſeth, and let ns conſider one an- 
other, to provoke unto love and to good 
works, | 
, BWeloved,Theſe things muſt be done now, 
02 elſe when we have loſt our ſeaſon, it will 
be to late, 1Befo1e J come to a full toncluſi⸗ 
on,J will once again perſwade thee to a holy 
life, fo2 fear thou art overtaken with an un- 
timely death: J call that untimely death, 
that is, if thou art not prepared foz it: we 
have not ſo much ne tofear death, as we 
| | 2 ach 


| Now or Never; | 
aught co bewail our wicked life ; It is too 
tommon a reception amongſt many, that 
Death puts a period to all our trouble; (A 
ſhort Life and a ſweet / Liſe, being the vulgar 
Pꝛoverb) the ſence of their pain woze than 
the deſires of their being ſreed from their 
ſins inviting the hallinels oftheſr'Lips. I 
cohfels it is a happineſs to dye indeed, ik we 
are fitted fo2 death, ik we die with a Con⸗ 
ſcience void of offence toirards all men; but 
alas, it otherwiſe, our Cozpozal Death is 
but a ſeparation of ſoul and body ; death is 
common to the good, ag well as to the bad, 
to the P2ince as well as the Peaſant, as 
the Teman of Tekoa told David, We muſt 
_— _ are as the water ſpit upon the 
ground that cannot be gathered up :againy 
2 Sam. 14. 14. m I wall eb 
But who is it that trulß Cnfiders:! he 
fearſul ſeparation ot᷑ loul and body from the 
gracious pzeſence of a merciful God? who 
is if that would not here live in a P2iion, a 
dungeon, a finkof fin, rather than in u palace 
of Kopal freedom » O L92d,who is it that 
doch not tremble fo think upon this ftarful 
parting » whoie heart doth not ake within 
him is think upon that woful ſentence of con- 
dennation; Mat. 24.15. Departfrom me ye 
errled into everlaſting fire? this will be aſab 
parting ta all thoſs who have not taſted the 
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100 is gratious, and who: have not [olovrey 
with diligence, to make theit call ng and ele- 
ion lure: conſider of it pooꝛ ſoul, "whether 
thou art one that remaineſt in an uniegenes 
rate eſtate, whether it be not thy chief ton⸗ 
tern to be earneſt with God in p:ayer,and in 
all other duties of a Chziſtiqn, now while 
thou haſt health in this kite, leſt when thou 
come ta die, death pzove an eternal death to 
thy ſoul:J'vo not mean that thy ſoul can dit: 
but when the ſoul and body part, thy ſoul will 
he eternally burning in hell flre, and never 
die. O let the conſideration of the hoztneſs 
ok this life tir thee up to a pꝛeparation fo. 
death, that whenſoever it comes upon ther, it 
may not come unawares to ther, but be thou 
ready to embzace death, and ſay, Come Lord 
Jeſus come quickly. 

Mhat are Yonours,Seauty,Riches;high 
places, wit, ſtrength, fricnds, are they nul 
empty vials? are they not common to the 
. wicked as well as the good. Surely they cans 
not help they cannot ſatisfte in the evil day: 
vhentcach comes all will fozſake thee, and 
pꝛove but as miſerable comfozters, and. de⸗ 
crit ful friends ; thereloꝛe Now or Never ig 
the time fo thee to woꝛk in. O let thy foul 
take heed in time, let not the love ofthe 
Moꝛld bewſtch thee: die thou muſt, it can- 
not be VG but when, thou knoweſt not.: 


| Now or Never - "Y 
All the days of thy appointed time thou 
fhalt wait, till thy change come, Job 14. 15. 
Can that tenant be light a: heart that knows 
he hall quickly be turned out of doozs,+ hath 
no place p20vided, wherein he may put his 
head? Oz canft chou eat, oz dzink, oz fleep 
quietly, and art no way afſured of a better 
dwelling,when this earthly houſe of thy Ta- 
bernaelt here ſhall be diColved » O poo! ſoul 
be no longer deluded, be ns longer ſs deſpe- 
rate as to hazard thy eternal happſneſs fo; 
the habows of pleaſure, fo2 the ſhads ws of 
p2ofit, which are all buf vanity and veratjon 
of ſpirit. 

TLo tonclude then dear Chziſtians, let me 
exhozt von in the fear ofthe Loꝛd, to a ſerious 
diligente in ſeeking thoſe things which cons 
duce to the happineſs of pour pe ſouls:what 
though perſecutions ariſe, be not troubled; 
perſecution is the crown and rejoycing of a 
true Chzifttan. Our Saviour pzonounceth 
them happy who fozlake Father and Pother, 
62 Land, o; any thing fo2 his names ſake : as 
tribulations abound,ſo do our conſolations, 
our enemies being inſtruments of comfozt- 
ing us, by afflicting us: What creature then 
ould be mo1e joyful than a Chꝛiſtlan - fo2 
God the creato2 he is comkozt ing us, while 
the creature is aflicting us: be not impati⸗ 
ent then, © ſuffering ſoul, af the rage and 
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malick of the greateſt adverſary theu tanit 
pape, inte by the enjoyment ofour Heavenly 
Father, we are moze than conquerours. At⸗ 
count it thy greateſt benefit to lye down pas 
tiently in the bed of affliction, where Chzift 
reſts himſelf with thee in ſome gracious vi⸗ 
fitation:yea he will vilit the with abundance 
of conſolation, and then thou ſhalt account 
thy (elf to be a gainer, if thy afflitſons have 
been lo great as to bzing fozth an eternal re- 
ward of joy and blefſedneſs. 

To bring all then to a Concluſion, let the 
conſideration of all the foregoing benefits, 
which thou wilt attain unto by ſerious dili- 
gout in the practice of Holineſs, excite thee 

ow or Never to work out your ſalvation 
with fear and trembling. 
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